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THE CIRCULAR 


Has for its fundamental principles the Religion of the Bible 
and the Socialism of the Primitive Church Its aim, however, 
is to give its readers also a supply of general intelligence, and 
the news of the day. 

Teaus—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be sent to those requesting them.— 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper,should return 
asa copy with his nameand residence written upon it, and the 
simple order, ‘ Discontinue.’ 

Address “ THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. ¥.” 





Support of the Circular. 

As will be seen by the foregoing terms, the 
Circular is offered to those who wishit, as the 
gospel is, without money and without price.— 
It is supported at present, first and principally, by 
the funds of the Oneida Community and its branch- 
es; secondly, by the free contributions of its friends 
and a few remittances from those who choose to pay 
for it. Our expectation, however, is that the idea 
ofa Free Darty Retigious Press, as the comple- 
ment and consummation of Free Schools,Free Church- 
es, and Free Benevolent Societies, will gradually 
become known, and be appreciated among all spir- 
itually minded religionists, and that thus the 
Circular, as the embodiment of that idea, will 
draw to itself a volunteer constituency, more whole- 
hearted than that which surrounds, for instance 
the Bible Society, and endows it annually with a 
revenue of three hundred thousand dollars, 





What Ought to be Done. 

1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most commanding 
instrumentality of instruction. Therefore religion 
ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit but 
on the press. 

8 Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universal in its operation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for the samereason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit tc the sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are preparing to institute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press 


The Oneida Commmity 


MANUFACTURE 
Superior Steel-Traps, for hunters and frontier 
men; Enameled Traveling-Bags; Palm- 
Leaf Hats; Caps; Satin Cravats, &c. 
DEALERS IN 
FRUIT & ORNAMENTAL TREES, GRAPE VINES, 
STRAWBERRY PLANTS, &c.; 
Green & Preserved 
FRUITS AND VEGETABLES; 
ALSO IN 
SEWING, SADDLERS’, EMBROIDERY AND MACHINE SILKS. 
Orders for any of the above articles directed to 
THE COMMUNITY, Oneide, N. ¥. 
will receive ites attention. 
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Publications. 


THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 
who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topies of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming. Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 
densation of Life, &c. &c.—treated strictly according to 
Bible evidences, but developing many new and interesting 
conclusions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. 
All who wish to understand Biste Communism—its constitu- 
tional basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint the ‘m- 
selves with the contents of this book. 


were 








BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports-and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches; presenting, 
in connection with their History, asummary view 
of their Religious and SocialTheories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price 50 cts. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de- 
fended by J. H. Noyrs. Pamphlet 64 cts. 


Fo Past Volumes of the Circular and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished; and any of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to all parts 
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The Morality of Communism. 
Following out to its proper and legiti- 
mate generalization, the principle, that 
a state of liberty, such as republicanism 
for instance, may be very good, with 
proper conditions, and very disastrous 
without such conditions, we have to affirm 
that certain acts and states may be right 
for persons in one stage of civilization, 
that are not right for persons in a differ- 
ent stage. The law of right and wrong 
binds a man to act with reference to 
what he is prepared for; and it would 
be wrong for a Hottentot, or a subject of 
any nation that’ may be said to be abso- 
lutely unprepared for liberty, to attempt 
to establish liberty. If you begin by say- 
ing that such a nation is not prepared 
for liberty, then you define what is right 
and wrong for any individual in that na- 
tion. Anattempt for liberty, which in 
form might be precisely the same, for in- 
stance, that Washington and our revolu- 
tionary fathers made so successfully, if 
made under different circumstances, where 
there was no preparation for a new state, 
would je properly condemned as wrong. 

Here we are then face to face, under 
rather favorable circumstances, with the 
old taunt, that has been thrust upon us 
so often and long, that we think we can 
do things without sin, which would be 
sin in others. We may as well walk 
right up to this spectre. For our part 
we are not afraid to chop logic with it ; 
and we say, without reference to any 
personalities in the case, (whether we 
have attained that state or not,) that in- 
dividuals or a people who have attained 
salvation from sin, and abolished selfish- 
ness, are unquestionably in a position 
where they have a right to do things 
which the selfish have no right to do, be- 
cause they are prepared for a different 
degree of liberty: and this is nothing 
more than the old popular doctrine that 
a certain stage of civilization qualifies 
people for liberty, which they are unpre- 
pared for without. The real essence and 
meaning of this doctrine, so deservedly 
popular, is, that personsof good moral 
character may do things which more bar- 
barous persons cannot do safely. Now 
then, we may plant ourselves on this 
principle firmly, and see if that old taunt 
cannot be respectfully requested to stand 
back a little. 

There are plenty of illustrations which 
will bring us to the same conclusion, and 
throw light on the critical point we are 
examining. Who doubts, for instance, 
the right of persons in ordinary society, 
and good standing, to liberty of free loco- 
motion and action, which convicts in the 
State prison are lawfully deprived of — 
A moral citizen has a right to go where 
he pleases, without any restrictions that 
reed to be mentioned. A convict in the 
State prison has no right to go beyond 
the walls. And when we speak of right 
we mean moral right, as well as right of 
power. A convict would not only feel 





fined by his conscience, (if he had any 
moral sense,) to submit to the sentence 
of the law, and remain a prisoner. Why ? 
Because we are compelled to assume that 
a man convicted of certain crimes is too 
selfish to control himself in a state of 
liberty, and so must be surrounded with 
physical restraints. The convict is as- 
sumed to be more depravead—more selfish, 
than ordinary men, Ordinary men can 
safely be allowed liberty that he can not. 
Now, we would ask whether, in a phi- 
losophical or spiritual point of view, there 
is not as great a difference between the 
truly unselfish state and the selfish state, 
as there is between the state of ordinary 
citizens, and a State prison convict ? 
We would ask, whether actual salvation 
from sin, (laying aside any question of 
personal attainments in the case,) such 
as the angels and saints made perfect en- 
joy, would not be a proper, legitimate 
basis of liberty, very different from what 
is allowable in the world that confesses 
and approves of universal selfishness. 

The simple truth is, that this world, 
according to the Bible account of it, is a 
penitentiary ; and it is necessary to take 
this fact into account in estimating the 
institutions of the world. The Bible ac- 
count of it is, that man sinned, and God 
brought about great changes in his con- 
dition. The world was made over, to 
adapt man’s circumstances to his inward 
state as a selfish, godless being. It was 
altered ina way to make it a prison. 
From being a beautiful garden it be- 
came a thicket of briars and thorns, A 
penitentiary is the place for criminals, 
and the world is, and has been from the 
beginning, a penitentiary ; and its insti- 
tusions, developed under the providence 
of God, are institutions proper to a peni- 
tentiary—to a place for criminals, for 
selfish persons that are not qualified for 
liberty. 

Take another example : no one believes 
that the same degree of liberty is proper 
for the insane, as for persons of sound 
mind, Your insane hospitals are par- 
tially prisons ; and the restrictions and 
rules applied to insane persons are hu- 
mane—adapted to their condition. And 
yet they would be abominubly oppressive 
to persons of sound mind. Insane _per- 
sons are kept within certain bounds— 
not allowed to go about where they 
please, but are secluded from their friends 
and from the society of the world in gen- 
eral, Every body recognizes the fact 
that it is not safe to allow the same lib- 
erty to the insane that is proper for the 
sound-minded, 

The application of this illustration is 
the same as the first. The world, with 
reference to the positive standard of holi- 
ness, and self-government, is in a state of 
insane passion and bewilderment: but 
certainly it is not inconceivable that we 
should ultimately find our way to the 
perfect soundness and self-control of the 
saints of God: and if we do, common 
sense teaches us that we shall find our way 
to liberty that is very different from what 
is safe or allowable in the world as it is. 


who is sick, cannot safely take the liber- 
ties that a healthy man can in eating 
and drinking. And while, on the one 
and it would be cruel and presumptu- 
ous to put a sick man, instantly, without 
proper graduation, on the diet of the 
healthy, on the other hand, it would be 
equally cruel and oppressive to put the 
healthy man on the diet of the sick. 
Because an invalid can bear nothing but 
water-gruel, must that be the regimen of 
the healthy ? 

Well, all these examples, and many 
more that might be easily produced, 
answer the question, whether we think 
that people that are not selfish have a 
right to freedom which those who are 
selfish have not a right to? 

And if people are still determined to 
quarrel, and say, ‘ You think that what 
is sin in others is not sin in you,’ we will 
introduce the apostle Paul, who stands 
ready to satisfy them on this point. He 
distinctly avows our very principles re- 
peatedly. ‘There is nothing unclean of 
itself; but to him that esteemeth any 
thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean.’ 
‘ All things indeed are pure; but it is evil 
for that man who eateth with offence.’ 
Read the 14th chapter of Romans, for 
this whole doctrine. According to Paul’s 
definition of the true workings of con- 
science, persons in a certain state of con- 
science in regard to the propriety of free- 
dom, may do things, which others under 
the law, and with a different conscience, 
may not do, To be ashamed before this 
taunt, then, we shall have to be ashamed 
of Paul and his moral philosophy. 

Now let us come to a little closer 
clinch with our moralists on the subject 
of universal right and wrong. We will 
go out of our own consciences into the 
general area of Jaw and truth. There is 
a divine commandment—a law distinct 
and plain—‘ Thou shalt not steal.’ That 
all acknowledge. Stealing is the act of 
taking another’s property without his 
consent. But observe, there is no law in 
the Bible that a man shall not make you 
free to his property. And there is no 
law in the Bible against your accepting 
that freedom. If a man has that which 
the Jaw properly pronounces his own, 
and you take it under certain circum- 
starces, j.e., without his consent, you 
steal it; but if he makes you free to 
take it, and you accept of that freedom, 
you do not steal it. They did not steal 
on the day of Pentecost, though they 
took each other’s property. The essence 
of theft is confined to the idea of taking 
another man’s property, in the face of 
his ownership, and without his consent. 


But there can be no law against his 
making you free to that property, and 
your accepting that freedom, If your 


neighbor makes you free to his property, 
it entirely modifies the act of your tak- 
ing it, and precludes the act of stealing 
—making the crime, if you call it a 
crime, a totally different thing from theft 
—-a crime not defined in the Bible, and 
against which there is no law. We con- 
clude then, such is the nature of moral 











of the country. 


himself confined by the walls, but con- 


Then, again, it is plain that a person 


philosophy, that the state of your con- 
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science on the one hand, and the conces- 
sions of your neighbor on the other, 
modify the morality of your acts, so that 
what would be a crime under certain 
conditions, is not a crime under other 
conditions. It would not be difficult to 
apply these principles to other laws—the 
.peventh commandment, for instance— 
which constitutes good penitentiary mor- 
plity, but is to pass away with the fash- 
jon of this world, as a law adapted to a 
state of selfishness, but not to the heav- 
enly state. See Mat. 22: 30, and 1 Cor. 
7: 29—31. 

You will say then, that we teach the 
doctrine of progressive morality. Cer- 
tainly, we do, We consider it one of the 
most foolish ideas in the world, that 
morality is a fixed thing. Men find ont 
what is right for a given time and cer- 
tain circumstances, fix a mould, and cast 
a whole system of morality—solid, cast- 
iron morality, for the whole world. And 
the worst class set the standard—i. e., 
the restraints which State prison con- 
victs, &c., require, are the laws of mor- 
ality for all. We certainly prefer Paul’s 
progressive morality, which teaches that 
one man may do lawfully what another 
cannot. Let us have the line drawn be- 
tween cast-iron morality, and progressive 
morality. We are prepared to draw it 
with logic and illustration from the Bible 
and all reason, appealing to the spirit 
and providence of God to say which is 
destined to govern the world. 

If we trace out the real spirit and 
‘meaning of this cast-iron morality, it 
svill be found to be laziness. It is much 
easier to put every one under cast-iron 
morality, than to educate people, and 
give attention to particular cases. How 
much easier it is to practice on Dr. San- 
grado’s plan of bleeding and _ blistering 
every one, secundem artem, than to study 
the human system, and get an accurate 
knowledge of every specific case and adapt 
the medicine accordingly. 

Liberty must be held up as the re- 
ward of virtue—as a bounty on good be- 
havior. The world will never reach its 
hoped-for millennium, until it is under- 
stood that the more virtuous a person is, 
the more liberty he will hav>, Ifan in- 
sane person can hope for no enlargement 
ofhis liberty by rational conduct, what 
encouragement does he have? ‘The 
Jaw was not made for a righteons man, 
but for the lawless and disobedient.’ 
And yet, under the system of the world 
the most disobedient have the most liber- 
ty ; handcuffs and straight-jackets are 
put on the righteous—the more religious 
a man is, the less liberty he has, under 
this cast-iron morality. The wicked are 
free and the good are cramped. 

This country comes out with Republi- 
canism, and sets the world gaping after 
it ; the nations look toward this country 
with greedy aspirations. The language 
of their feelings is—O God, you have giv- 
en America liberty ; give us liberty also. 
But they will never get their liberty by 
complaining. The proper effect of this 
state of things should be, to set them on 
laying the foundations of liberty, in re- 
ligion and education. Every ‘where lib- 
erty must be proportioned to sanity, com- 
mon sense, self-control and civilization. 
This is the legitimate rule for nations, 
associations and individuals. The na- 
tions will have to be classified, and re- 
main under institutions according to 


their preparation for liberty ; and so 
with individuals. The largest possible 
liberty will be held out to all as a bounty 
on civilization. Those only who set 
their hearts toward God, and attain sal- 
vation from sin, and inspiration, will 
have perfect freedom. 

We will ask no favors in this matter. 
We are living in the kingdom of Christ, 
and in his kingdom every man will be 
rewarded according to his works ; and 
persons will have liberty in proportion to 
their civilization. This principle will 
overrule all others. Christ has a right 
to give one man more liberty than he 
does another, if he behaves better ; and 
he will doit, and the other must not 
envy the one who is preferred, but seek 
the same liberty by behaving well himself. 
It will be a glorious state of things when 
there is a true encouraging system of re- 
wards ; when good behavior secures the 
bounty of liberty. Encouragement to 
the good, is full as important an ele- 
ment of government as threatening to 
the bad. It is just as wrong to discour- 
age the righteous as it is to countenance 
the wicked ; just as mischievous to say 
that men shall not have liberty as the 
reward of virtue, as it is to say that they 
may have liberty without virtue. The 
governments of this world have little but 
threatening for the bad—there is no pre- 
mium offered to the good, and cannot be 
while the same liberty is given to both. 
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Another Divorce Case—-Mar- 
riage in Trouble. 

Another of those scandalous divorce cases in 
high life, which occur from time to time, and 
which occupy so much of the attention of the press, 
was made public about the time of the Sickles af- 
fair at Washington, and is still kept before the 
people. The principal circumstances of this case, 
as we understand them, are these: Sometime the 
past year, Mr. Horace B. Fry married Miss Emi- 
ly L. Grigg, daughter of Mr. John W. Grigg, an 
elderly and wealthy citizen of Philadelphia. In 
less tnan a month after their marriage, Mr. Fry 
detected Mrs Fry in criminal correspondence with 
a young West Point cadet, by a letter which she 
had received from the young man, and which Mr. 
Fry broke open in the presence of herself and her 
father. Upon this, Mrs. Fry pretended to repent 
of her offensive proceedings, and to become re- 
conciled to her husband. Not long afterwards, 
however, he intercepted a letter from her to the 
cadet, in which she proposed, in order to be near 
him, to abandon her husband and parents, and in 
disguise take the situation of a servant in New- 
York. Strange to say, instead of endeavoring to 
reclaim her from her shameless course, her father 
invited her to his home, and made her cause his 
own. Furthermore, he has petitioned the Legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania to decree a divorce of the 
parties, although he admits that there is no legal 
impediment or objection to the marriage. To this 
Mr. Fry strenuously objects, preferring to have 
the matter brought before the Courts, by whom 
it could be thoroughly investigated. The com- 
mittee to whom the matter was referred, have 
reported to the Legislature in favor of granting 
the petition of Grigg; but whether the Legisla- 
ture will adopt the report or not, is uncertain. 


This case, and that of the Washington tragedy, 
with others ofa similar character, afford views of 
the morality of the upper classes not very flatter- 
ing to the marriage institution, and suggest the 
query whether men who are really anxious to se- 
cure the purity of the social relations, will not be 
led sometime to seek more effectual means of do- 
ing this, than by the law of marriage. This law, it 
must be conceded, is entirely inadequate to restrain 
the vicious tendencies of men, and something more 
potent must be discovered. Where may this be 


. | here. 


—the spirit of communism. Men’s social tenden- 
cies must be elevated into marriage with their 
religious nature—brought out into the light, and 
kept clean by the sunshine of God’s truth. 


To break up the hidden works of darkness and 
change radically the nature of man, is the legiti- 
mate operation of the gospel ; and to this antidote 
will men ultimately be forced to apply as the on- 
ly protection to be had against unbridled lust and 
godless freedom. The sense of sacredness hereto- 
fore attached to the obligations of marriage is be- 
coming too weak to control man’s passional desires. 
Society must adopt the policy of elevating, civ- 
ilizing and ennobling the passions, instead of caging, 
fettering, or neglecting them. Under such treat- 
ment they may be made as safe and salutary, as 
they are now dangerous and destructive. The 
law of marriage, like other laws, prepares the way 
for its own abolishment by ‘ working wrath,’ and 
‘ making offences to abound,’ thus inducing people 
to seek Christ, by whose aid they will be enabled 
to realize the end at which the law aims but is 
unable to secure. ‘What the law cannot do in 
that it is weak through the flesh, God, sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
for sin, condemning sin in the flesh, that the right- 
eousness of the law may be fulfilled in those that 
walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit,’ can 
do; and this great fact will yet be understood 
and believed in.—a. w. c. 





Periodicals. 


The Printer, published by Henry and Hunting- 
ton, N. Y., is a beautiful specimen of typographic 
execution. It is issued monthly ; is devoted to 
the interest of the ‘art preservative of all arts ; 
and it is a valuable journal for all who are engaged 
or interested in the progress of the king of trades. 


The Atlantic Monthly, has attained a circula- 
tion of forty thousand, and continues to sustain 
its character for literary ability and interest, and 
its place at the head of American Magazines.— 
The ‘Autocrat’? papers have been republished, 
monthly in London. It is stated, also, that Mrs. 
Stowe’s serial, the ‘ Ministers Wooing’ is repub- 
lished monthly by two London houses, and its 
circulation there almost exceeds its circulation 


The Century. This new weekly journal appears 
to have met with decided success; the publishers 
state that 1ts permanent issueas a weekly is se- 
cured, and its conversion into a daily isa matter 
of choice and expediency. Itis one of the most 
entertaining journals that we read, and thus far 
has been dignified, liberal and manly in its gener- 
al tone. 


News of the Week. 
Loss Of Three Thousand Lives. 

Near Taganrog, on the Sea of Azoff, a catastrophe 
occurred, about the beginning of February last, 
which involved a loss of life unparalleled except by 
memorable earthquakes or volcanic eruptions. It 
appears that some three thousand inhabitants of 
Taganrog, relying upon the promise of fair weather 
made by the genial atmosphere and the cloudless 
sky, proceeded to the Azoff Sea to indulge in the 
sport of fishing beneath the ice—a favorite pastime 
of that region. The atmosphere continuing serene, 
the party was lulled into a feeling of security, and 
ventured further than usual upon the ice, in the 
hope of obtaining a good haul. Suddenly a breeze 
sprung up from the east, which, growing boisterous 
by degrees, whirled the loose snow and fine particles 
of ice in all directions, and before long succeeded in 
detaching the icefrom the shore. The large ice- 
field then broke into numerous pieces, which, with 
their terrified and helpless human freight, drifted 
towards the open sea. No assistance could be ren- 
dered the unhappy beings by their frantic relatives 
and friends on shore, and within two hours nota 
sign of life was visible on the surface of the sea. On 
the following day a cake of ice drifted in shore upon 
which were five of the unfortunates— three of them 
dead, and the other two numb and insensible, The 
two latter—a girl and an old man—were restored by 
means of the usual appliances, the girl, however, 
survived but a few hours; the man recovered, but 
lost the use of his tongue—a consequence, probably, 
of the fright caused by the scene he had passed 
through. He prepared a written narative of the 
occurrence, of that fearful night on the Azoff. By 
this catastrophe at least three thousand persons 
found a watery grave.—Eve. Post. 

A Family Poisoned. 

On Wednesday of lust week, a case of whole- 
sale poisoning occurred at the boarding house of 
Mrs. Beetham, on the corner of Fourteenth st., 
and Fourth avenue, New-York. It appears that 
Mrs. Beetham and her whole family and boar- 
ders, with three exceptions, soon after breakfast, 
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ing, and burning at the stomach, the symptoms 
usua!ly attending poisoning. Mrs. Beetham and 
one other person have since died, and perhaps 
more may die. Suspicion rests strongly upon 
the cook, Margaret Burke, who had before threat. 
ened to be revenged upon Mrs, Beetham, for 
some real or fancied injury done her. Oxalic 
acid is the poison supposed to have been used. 
The Coroner’s Jury have not yet returned their 
verdict, 

.---The trial of Daniel E. Sickles for shooting 
Barton Key, is set down for Monday, April 4th. 

.... The President has decided not to call an 
Extra Session of Congress. it is conjectured by 
some, however, that he may yet do so, late in 
the season. 

.-+- The Italian exiles who were first sent 
to Spain, and thence shipped for New York on 
board the American ship David Stewart, soon af- 
ter leaving Cadiz, became refractory and insisted 
upon the captain taking them to the nearest port 
in England. The captain at first refused to com- 
ply with their demands; but upon their showing 
a disposition to use force in the matter, he finally 
consented, and landed them at Queenstown, Ire- 
land. Itis considered probable that the great 
majority of them will return to Italy, and seck 
refuge in Sardinia. 

...-A disturbance occurred in the Auburn 
State Prison among the convicts in what is known 
as the ‘Hame Shop’, on the 19th inst, which re- 
sulted in the death’ of two of the convicts, and 
the wounding of another, by shots from the 
guards, who were ordered to fire by the Warden 
to resist the attack of the convicts. According 
to the Warden’s statement, the cause of the dis. 
turbance was the refusal of the convicts to allow 
one of their number, a black man named Cesar, 
to be taken out for punishment by the officers. 


.---It is stated that Venezuela has agreed to 
the payment of $300,000, the amount of Ameri- 
can claims growing out of the Guano difficulties, 
thus removing all cause of dispute with the United 
States Government. 





An Oneida Journal. 


Wednesday, 23.—Warm expressions of regard 
for the Circular, received in the correspondence 
this week, encourage those who labor on it, Our 
publication office is not a ‘paying concern’ like 
our other businesses but the hands work not the 
less heartily while they know that the paper 
goes ona welcome mission. Our compositors, 
mostly feminine, change with the changes, frequent- 
ly taking place in other more domestic depart- 
ments. For instance, a change in the children’s 
house or kitchen often involves a change in the 
printing-office. This week one of our company goes 
to help mother the little ones, while her place is 
supplied by one who will be much missed in the 
culinary department. We have generally about 
eight (besides the editor) appointed to the office, 
but they work here less than half the time—only 
five forenoons and one afternoon of the week.-- 
There are twenty or more in the family eligible to 
a place at the cases. ‘There is agood deal of edu- 
cation in type-setting, and those who have an at- 
traction for learning, are allowed the opportunity. 
The more there are who know how to work in the 
office, the more handy for our system of rotation. 


Thursday Evening, 24.—Several friends about 
to leave in the morning for Putney and Wall: 
ingford, were mentioned with love and good 
will. A wholesome criticism of the tendency to 
indulge in sentimental grief at parting was given 
with effect. It isa mater of fashion and habit. 
We may get in the way of crying and distressing 
ourselves on such occasions, or we may make a 
cheerful affair of these changes. We have had 
an excellent visit from some of these friends, but 
if the distress at parting is equal to the pleasure 
of meeting, what is gained? Letus learn to en- 
joy meeting our friends, without being sad at 
parting with them. 

Friday, 25.—A bright morning and bright 
faces at the door, saw the company away. Mrs. 
C. A. Miller returns to Wallingford, after a visit 
here of two months, accompanied by Mary L. 
Prindle and a little boy whose mother is at W. 
S. R. Leonard, Jane Kinsley and Joseph Skinner, 
go to Putney. To show what chance there was 
for tears and sentiment on this occasion, we will 
explain a little the relations which were super- 
ficially disturbed by the separation. Mrs M 
left two young daughters, who think very natur. 
ally there is no mother quite like their own; also 
two brothers and a sister, and lovers and friends 
who are not less dear or less affectionate than her 
own kin. Mary and Jane left parents and 
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warm and true. Mr. Leonard left an only child, 
a young daughter full of filial affection, whose 
mother also is at P. Joseph left his father and 
mother ; and all left a great family circle, of mag- 
netic power and warmth proportioned to its size. 
We could have had a ‘ moist time’ very easily, but 
the seasonable talk last evening, seemed to bind 
up our tears and we said good bye without heavi- 
ness. As a compensation that suggests itself at 
once, they go to make the other Communes happy, 
and by this going and coming, the affeetions are 
kept fresh and glowing. We are in that state of 
mobility which allows us to consult in our changes 
the spiritual and business interests of the Com- 
munes, before personal preferences. However, 
the two things are seldom disunited.——About 
noon a colored man called, soliciting aid. He was 
once a slave but had obtained his freedom, and was 
now begging money to purchase the freedom of his 
mother and two sisters, still in slavery. He had 
raised 1,300 dollars, wanted 1,600. Gerrit Smith’s 
name and others of responsibility on his paper, 
indorsed his honesty. We gave him a small sum, 
and he gave us a specimen of negro oratory and 
singing. ‘ Glorious freedom’ was his ringing word. 

Contrasts.—We sawa rose to day in the 
hand of one of our stout forgemen at the trap- 
shop, a present from the green-house by the 
hands ofa sister. Nothing in the circumstance 
itself, but, something by force of the contrast pre- 
sented. The dingy atmosphere of smoke and 
flame, and the battle of coal, sledges, and muscu- 
lar arms against obstinate stecl going forward on 
one side, indicating mere Vulcanic energy, and on 
the other that most delicate piece of nature’s fra- 
grance, a blushing rose! Well, it suggested one 
of the opposite breadths of life and the possible 
linking together of extremes in a combination 
of sweetest harmony. The mythologists marry 
Vulcan to Venus, or to translate the symbol, la- 
bor to love. Ilow much of our happiness comes 
through the principle of contrast ! 

Municipat—We give some items from the 
report of the Business Board for a month past: 
W. A. H. proposed a plan for removing the tailor- 
shop and sewing-room from its present locality 
in the business office, and for allowing more room 
w the latter. Committee appointed to investi- 
gate and report, resulting in a decision to remove 
the shop to a room in the Dairy house. M. K. 
appointed to fit up the room with suitable accom- 
modations.——Shall we experiment with an acre 
of the new Hungarian grass? Favored. Vot- 
ed to purchase a pump, lay pipe and intro- 
duce water to the Horse-barn.——Decision in- 
favor of rearranging forges at the Trap-shop. 
The Horticulturists allowed to supply their de- 
partment with some lacking varieties of fruit and 
ornamental trees from the proceeds of their sales, 
——Cranberry plants to be procured for trial in 
the swamp. Mr. C. empowered to negotiate 
for new varieties of seed potatoes. M. K. and 
H. B. asked leave of absence on a visiting and 
business trip to Northern Vt. Granted.——Voted 
to suspend the book-binding business for the 
season.——Transplanting pots are requested by 
the gardeners, also straw for mulching strawber- 
ries. ——D. P. N is to attend to cutting the osier 
willow with permission to hire a German basket- 
maker for a week to instruct him in manufactur- 
ing baskets. ——Proposal favored to buy some 
draining tiles.——Proposal to assist L. W. an 
outside friend, in repairing his buildings, fitting 
up a work-shop &c. Mr. H. is to visit him 
and report.——Bill passed for repairing house 
drains, for examining the well, &c.——A rough 
shed sixty feet long, for housing wagons, carts, 
&e., is to be erected immediately ——A com- 
mittee appointed to arrange for sending such 
help as is required by Wallingford Community 
the coming season. 

















A Word of Encouragement. 


It is natural for us to inquire from time 
totime, whether our characters are improving. 
‘Are we better than we were?’ is the shape the 
question assumes, and al! will admit it to bea 
solemn inquiry; for if we be not better, we may 
fairly conclude that weare worse than we were— 
as it is difficult to conceive of a stand-still state. 
There is nothing of the kind in all nature. In 
she material world, change for growth or decay 
3 the universal law; much more so, we would 
‘easonably infer, must it be the case in the supe- 
‘ior department. It need not surprise us or 
alarm us if the inquiry be attended with some 
degree of anxiety. But how are we to settle the 
question? How are we to be satisfied that we 
are any better? It may be easier to get at it, by 
putting another question; and that is, whether 
we are any worse? for if we are no worse, we 





must be better, since there is no standing still. 
But in this case, as in all others, our faith must 
be brought to our assistance. 


There is, however, a fact of which I have been 
made sensible ina very gratifying manner, and 
which may throw some light upon the subject. I 
allude to our unconsciousness of the amount of 
progress we have made in some things, until we 
discover it by some means of comparison. In 
music for instance, I have sometimes had occa- 
sion to go back to some old tunes that used to 
puzzle me to execute on my instrument; but 
have been much surprised and gratified on find- 
ing that they were no longer formidable—the in- 
tervening practice having carried the performer 
beyond the level of the difficulty. The thought 
occurred to me, may not our spiritual state re- 
semble this? for our faith is put into practice, as 
well as our musical talent; and practice makes 
perfect even in the exercise of an invisible princi- 
ple, although during the progress of the work, we 
know not actually what improvement we are 
making, and at times may be led even to doubt 
that we are making any, if we judge merely by 
the results of some untoward experience, in 
either case. Though baffled for the time being 
in encountering a difficulty, there is an actual in- 
crease of strength acquired fora subsequent effort 
—which perseveringly repeated leads to ultimate 
and complete success. It is he that endures to 
the end that shall come off victorious. If we can 
stand wear, we shall do. ‘Endure hardness as 
good soldiers’ is the watchword. 

Perseverance, then, both in the physical and 
the spiritual department, is the guarantee of suc- 
cess. Forgetting, then, the things that are be- 
hind, we will press forward with the enthusiasm 
of faith.—r. 8. D. 
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Letter from Freeport--Discussion of Com- 
munism. 


Freeport, Ill., March 20. 

In reading the responses to the proposition for 
a ‘Home Convention’ through the Circular by 
communications from all believers scattered 
through the land, I see one from Mr. R. of Bald- 
winsville, in which he says, if he should select the 
point that inspires in him the greatest thankful- 
ness, it is, that ‘God has set up his everlasting 
Kingdom on Earth.’ This sentiment struck a 
chord in my own soul, and made it vibrate with 
the music of heavenly thankfulness. O how good 
the Lord is to the loving, trusting obedient 
heart. I believe now as I never did before, that 
the salvation of Christ means something—that 
it is a substantial thing, and not mere pious 
sentimentalism, nor the religious cant of the 
churches, but a power that takes down the whole 
building of the ‘ old man’s’ Jife, dilapidated, weath- 
er-beaten, and breeze-shaken by the devil’s winds 
and storms, as it is—that turns se/f out into the 
desert of its own diabolical darkness and damna- 
tion, and then erects anew building of heaven 
ly material—a building into which selfishness 
and selfish life can find no entrance. This is the 
kind of salvation I now believe in, and see, and 
feel. It is hard for self to die. He struggles 
mightily, and begs and pleads with bewitching 
eloquence to live; but I sec, that only in the 
death of self, we find the life of Christ. As sel¢ 
goes out, the power of Christ’s resurrection comes 
in, and then one begins to fee] the joy and bless. 
edness of the post-mortal state taking hold of the 
soul. ‘Notas though I had already attained, or 
were already perfect ;’ but I am trying to hold my 
heart obediently receptive to the truth as it is 
in Jesus, if by any means I shall be counted 
worthy ‘to attain unto the resurrection of the 
dead.’ 

The subject of Communism was up last night 
for discussion in the Young Men’s Lyceum and 
Literary Association of Freeport. It was sug- 
gested by themselves, unknown to us entirely, as 
we have but seldom appeared in public since our 
denouement eight months since. The question 
was, “ Resolved, that Communism is the best or- 
der of society ;”? and without previous consultation 
they appointed your humble servant, and a lawyer 
of Freeport, who sympathises with us, tu rep- 
resent the affirmative, and Mr. Sweet was also 
present to assist. After some hesitation I went 
to the debate, and found there as intelligent and 
respectful an audience, of at least five hundred 
persons, as I have seen gathered in this city.— 
The churches were all represented. All listened 
with respectful attention—many with glisten- 
ing tears in their eyes—and ifany were there to 





jeer and sneer, God’s Spirit held them in check. 
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So respectful were they, to me or the subject or 
both, that when my twenty minutes had expired, 
the audience voted me an indefinite extension of 
time, so that I spoke from thirty to forty minutes. 
Of course [ could only talk on general principles 
and propositions, filling up my time with sugges- 
tive remarks. The discussion was adjourned one 
week, when it is proposed to renew it. I don’t 
know whether I shall appear again or not, perhaps 
Ishall. I propose with becoming, humble heroism, 
to do my duty as God’s Spirit shall indicate in 
the premises. One thing I am now satisfied of, 
to wit : that God has given the people a willing- 
ness to hearthe truth whether they have hearts 
to obey or not. And 1 am satisfied, if we conduct 
ourselves with Pauline propriety and wisdom, 
God will give us opportunity to bear witness to 
the truth. Ihave thus given you somewhat in 
detail, this matter, knowing that it might be of 
some interest to the family. 

Good friends and lovers in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, I say to you, one and all, a hearty farewell. 
The eyes of three worlds are upon you. Be of 
good cheer, good comfort, and the unity of heay- 
en be with you all. Yours truly, T. Norru. 





Gravel Wall Houses--A New kind of Wine. 
Ripon, Wis., March 21. 

I will say a few words in relation to building 
material for the new house. I may not give you 
any new ideas on the subject; but having had 
some experience in relation to gravel wall, I 
will give you the results which have been arrived 
at in this place. I would say that we have stone, 
gravel, and good clay for brick, all within the 
city hmits. In the summer of 1855, I built (or 
caused to be built) the first gravel house in this 
place; it was the first one in this part of the 
State, and I was laughed at for my folly, as it was 
termed. People thought it would tumble down 
before it was fairly up; but now, after standing 
nearly four years, the whole wall is about as firm 
as though it was one solid stone. There are now 
in the place some ten or twelve buildings of the 
same material, and those who have used it con- 
sider it equal to brick or stone, and its cost, even 
here where they are easily obtained, is about 20 
per cent less than either. The largest gravel build- 
ing in the place is our Union school house, which 
has been built two years; it 1s an octagon of 20 
feet sides; the walls are 26 feet high, it stands as 
firm as a rock. If you have good gravel near by, 
I think you can build a gravel building, quite as 
good and much cheaper than one of any other 
material. ; 

One other thing I would mention. Have you 
noticed in the proceedings of the meeting of the 
American Institute Farmers Club, March 7, pub- 
lished in the Semi-weekly Tribune, of March 11, 
that Solon Robinson presented a sample of Rhu- 
barb wine, made in Wisconsin? I mention it be- 
cause I think, perhaps the manufacture of that 
wine might be made profitable in the Communi- 
ty. Mr. R. says that it was made at the rate of 

800 gals. per acre. Said wine was made by me, 
and I made 1,000 gals. from less than + of an acre 
of pie-plant (Cahoon). I suppose Mr. R. considered 
the facts too iargea story to tell. I consider 3,000 
gals. per acre a low estimate, and that too at an 
expense of 3 lbs. of sugar, and ten cts. worth of 
labor per gallon. A. Devine Wricut. 





The following 1s from a friend who joined the 
Community with his family several years ago 
but was afterwards compelled by circumstances 
to leave: 

Cottage Grove, Ind., Feb., 28, 1859. 

* 12 Still as when with you, I have 
freedom to confess Christ. I confess his faith 
and power in my heart. [ believe he has the 
power and design to bring me out more than con- 
queror in the end. I believe that his love and 
power are working in me, subduing my self-will 
and sanctifying my passions, giving me manhood, 
self-respect, and self-reliance. I have in some 
measure learned to wait his good pleasure in the 
disposal of events ; believing that eternity will 
be long enough to right all wrongs, or rather, 
that in the end, we shall be able to see that all 
things—however dark and discouraging in the 
present—are really and truly ordered for our good- 
I would earnestly and prayerfully learn the lesson 
that life presents to me, anc I desire to be ready 
and prompt in my duties as a scholar. 

At times my heart turns with fund and linger- 
ing regret to the happy associations I was per- 
mitted toenjoy at Oneida. That to me wasa 
foretaste of heaven. It still remains a bright 
oasis in memory, often coming up before me and 
cheering me in my most dark and lonely hours. 





Yours truly, Gro. Tayzor. 
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Our brother, M. L. Worden writes from Putney : 
Putney, Vt., March 20. 

Notwithstanding some aches and pains and 
‘light afflictions’ in body this winter, ordained 
in mercy, for education and spiritual discipline, 
I have contentment and peace of mind, and joy 
of spirit, and fellowship, with Christ, which ad- 
monish me that they are not to be compared t« 
the glory and happiness revealed in the gospe!. 
God speed to Communism,—the element of ow: 
unity and of the final solidarity of all believers 
and the hope of the world. 

Mrs, Ellis wants the friends and readers of the 
Circular to know how happy she is in the Com- 
munity here. She says she has not lived her 
three quarters of a century and more, and 
crosscd the wide ocean—leaving her native old 
England behind—in vain; but in this New Eng- 
land of the new world, has found a satisfying por- 
tion in the faith of Christ and the surroundings of 
Communism, The fellowship of loving hearts. 
and the surroundirgs of the good Spirit, seem t 
liave renewed her youth, and she is buoyant end 
light-hearted—praising the Lord for the grace and 
mercy she daily enjoys. 





Freeport, Ill., March 21. 1859. 

I am thankful in the assurance that there is « 
hopeful spirit of improvement with us. The Cir- 
cular comes to us laden with rich treasures from 
time to time, for which we are truly thankful.— 
The article in a late number, entitled ‘ The Neces- 
sity of Inspiration,’ was peculiarly precious to me. 
I have much to say but cannot write now. I very 
much desire to see you face to face, and trust I 
shall in due time. Will not brother Olds call on 
us this spring, should he come West? I trust he 
will not fail to do so, and if providence should in- 
dicate as best for him to tarry with us a few days 
I hope he will feel at liberty to do so. Whoever 
comes frorn you, we shall be happy to see. With 
love to all, L. W. Guireav. 


Freeport, March 21, 1859. 

I rejoice that there is a small circle here, who 
are cnabled to come together in love and fellow- 
ship; that we can and do confess Christ our Sa- 
vior from all sin. More and more do I find Him 
present in every time of need. I find that in suf- 
fering, in temptations, and in all my ways, Chris: 
is tome a present help. I rejoice in the truth 
as it is in Jesus Christ. H. M. Gurreav. 





Communications. 


Drummondville, C. W., March, 20. 
——I most heartily sympathize with you in 
praise and thanksgiving, to our heavenly Father. 
for the gift ofhis dear Son Jesus Christ. And | 
confess him in me a Saviour from all sin, and mv 
love toall that love our Lord in truth. 
Lovisa Cockri.t. 
Port Rowan, C., W., March 25. 
—— My heart responds to your kind invita- 
tion to join God’s people at this beautiful season 
of the year, when all things are rising into fresh 
life, in thanksgiving for all his benefits. I thank 
him for his wonderful love in calling me to share 
the resurrection life of his dear Son, and that he 
has chastencd me from my birth, and weaned my 
heart by degrees from the world; softened it by 
trials, so that when he made himself known, it 
gladly received him. I thank him for the neces- 
saries of life. I know that my Redeemer liveth ; 
and that I shall be of those who come out of 
great tribulation, having washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
Saran Les. 





Ripon, Wis., March, 21. 
——I thank God for his love; that he has 
through that love enabled me to know and love 
his children; that his love has lifted me from 
doubt, despondency, and error, to a bright and 
happy present, and glorious certainty in the fu- 
ture. The first and all-absorbing gift of God is 
love, and if we have rest and confidence in his 
love, all things needful for us shall be added 

thereto. A. Devine Wricut. 

Lafayette, N. Y. March 19. 
—I wish to confess through the Circular 
that the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
has made me free from the law of sin and death, 
and has united me to the invisible Church in the 
resurrection world. I heartily join with J. Ht. 
Noyes and those who are united with him in con 
fessing that the kingdom of God has come. My 
heart rejoices with you in the progress of the 
truth, I believe the paper is doing a good wor! 
in spreading the gospel among the people, and 
may the time soon come when it will reach the 
lovers of truth every day. believe that Christ 
will have a daily paper, and that he will prosper 





you in building anew house where many that 
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are now being prepared for Community life will 
find a home. N. A. Morse. 
Lafayette, Ill., March, 20. 
——lIf the contemplation of any one thing 
touches the key-note of thankfulness in my heart, 
causing all within me to cry aloud for joy, it is 
the fact that the doctrine of salvation from all 
sin, is the doctrine of the Bible. Although that 
doctrine has been overlooked for eighteen hun- 
dred years, it has at Jast been seen and under- 
stood, and those who have received it are now 
learning and experiencing the distinctive charac- 
teristic of the children of God. ‘In this the 
children of God are manifest, and the children of 
the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is 
not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.’ 
| John 3: 10. ‘ All unrighteousness is sin.’ 1 John, 
5: 17. Thanks be to God for the hght that is now 
seen to shine upon the sacred page. O that men 
would praise the Lord for his loving kindness to 
the children of men, in that he has made us ac- 
quainted with the all-important fact that his Son 
‘shall save his people from their sins.’ 
W. H. Giwirs. 
Brookville, Pa., March 16. 
—I confess Christ in me a Savior from un- 
belief, and desire an interest in your prayers, that I 
may have more faith, and be free from that dumb 
spirit which seems to possess me whenever I at- 
tempt to confess Christ. Yours truly, 
Avmira Kent. 
Putney, March 19. 
T am thankful and happy, humbly believ- 
ing I can adopt the language of the 23d Psalm: 
‘The Lord is my shepherd; U shall not want. 
Ife maketh me to lie down in green pastures ; 
he leadeth me beside the still waters. He re- 
storeth my soul; he Ieadeth me in the paths of 
righteousness for his name’s sake,’ &c. How 
great cause is there for faith, and love, and hope, 
if in our experience, we can hear him saying of 
his people, ‘Iam come that they might have 
life, and that they might have it more abundant- 
ly.” ‘Lam the good Shepherd: the good Shep- 
herd giveth his life for the sheep.’ ‘And there 
shall be one fold, and one Shepherd.’ ‘I lay 
down my life, thatI may take it again.” ‘I 
have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it again.’ Bless the Lord—Bless the Lord. 
P. Noyes. 


Baldwinsville, N. Y., March, 20. 

I thank God for all his dealings with 
me; for chastening me that I might bea par- 
taker of his holiness, and for faith that all things 
work together for my good. Especially I thank 
him for the inestimable gift of Christ as an indwell- 
ing, ever-present, perfect Savior from sin and 
death. Ithank him for the most sure word of 
promise, ‘I will never leave nor forsake thee, 
which isa continual ground of security, that 
gives me hope and strength, in time of trial.— 
Surely the Lord is my helper; my heart swells 
with gratitude to God for the assurance of this 
truth; [ will not fear what man can do. I thank 
God for the revelation of the truth that I am his 
son. 

I should like to send an expression of my love 
and thanks to the Oneida Community for the 
manifestations of love that have been extended to 
me by its members; for the shelter and strength 
from the world and its spirit, that I have received 
from the Community spirit. For the relation I 
bear to Cnrist and his children, I am_ willing 
by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ given me, 
to sacrifice all earthly relations and interests, to 
be disposed of according to the will and inspir- 
ation of his Spirit in the Community. 

My thoughts and faith go forward to the time 
when the surface of the earth will be studded with 
communities, as the heavens are with constella- 
tions of stars or celestial bodies which revolve 
around and are held in their places, by attraction 
to a central body. So will those communities be 
subordinate to a central power, the living God, 
whose Spirit will pervade every individual, unit- 
ing each to all and all to himself, by the attractive 
power of his love, causing the whole to perform 
the prescribed orbit of his will. Then shall his 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven, in view 
of which a gleam of joy flows through my heart. 

Your Brother for improvement and devotion 
to the interests of the Kingdom of God, and its 
establishment on the earth. W. Jones. 
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Oneida Community, March 28. 
——I wish to express through the Circular 
my thankfulness to God for all his dealings with 
me—for trials as well as blessings; and as an- 
other has said in a late Circular, if there is any 
one thing more than another that I am particu- 
larly thankful for, it is that the kingdom of God 





has come, and that the reign of love has com- 
menced; and through its influence upon us, we 
have the consciousness of a home in the hearts of 
all God’s children. Precious gift—known only to 
those who possess it—is this gift of love. I confess 
my union with the loving spirit of Christ. 
Jutia C. ACKLEY. 
Oneida Community, March, 28. 
——It is about ten years since I joined this 
body of believers, and my cunfidence in the 
Community daily increases. I can see the hand 
and wisdom of God directing al] our movements, 
My heart calls for an expression of thankfulness 
for the advantages of this school, where selfish- 
ness can be destroyed and the life and love of 
Christ take its place. I confess my union with 
Christ and all believers. E. Hicerns. 
Oneida Community, March 28. 
—TI thank God fora Community home—for 
the Spirit of Truth that reigns here. I thank 
him for the evidence I have that the kingdom of 
God has come, that we are living in the judg- 
ment and in the resurrection. I confess Christ in 
ine a spirit of faith and love. 
Aumira W. Burnuam. 





Table Talk by J. H. N.—-No. 6. 


What we need, in order that every 
thing which we eat and drink, and all 
that we come in contact with in various 
ways, may do us good, is an enlargement 
of heart that will enable us to discover 
God in all things. And this requires 
FAITH—a trustful, confiding spirit in the 
omnipresent God. This is the spirit that 
makes the universe a blessing to us. If 
our hearts are enlarged, so that we see 
through the mere husks and outside sur- 
face of life to the Divine life at the cen- 
ter—then all our intercourse with crea- 
tion brings us into vital communication 
with the Creator. 

True faith is not a mere abstract be- 
lief in something undefinable ; it is a per- 
fect assurance in the almighty power of 
good—a loving, confident, and cheerful 
feeling; ina word, it ischarity as de- 
scribed by Paul in the 13th chapter of 1st 
Corinthians. He there applies many 
definitions to charity, but sums it all up 
as having in it the essence of victory—it 
‘beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things, 
and never faileth.’ True faith perceives 
the omnipotence of God—fears nothingz— 
and is full of everlasting hope, cheerfulness 
and endurance. It expects that all things 
will turn out well; it isa clear percep- 
tion of the extension and prevalence of 
the power of life in all worlds, threngh 
all time—overcoming all obstructions. 
Before this spirit of faith, sin, disease and 
death will melt away like snow before 
the sun. 

Faith is the opposite of fear. Away 
with the poisonous elements of doubt and 
fear. The spirit that is fearful toward 
God, would make us fearful and unbeliev- 
ing in regard to food. There is nothing 
to fear but fear: the universe is full of 
good, for God is the soul of it. We are 
dealing with the Spirit ot life and health 
in all things, and nothing can harm us: 
‘ what shall harm us if we be followers of 
that which is good’ All things are 


friendly to us—all things are working for 
our good—all things are harmonizing our 
life with the essence of all beauty and 
happiness. Be not, therefore, of a doubt- 
ful mind. Every thing that transpires 
is forwarding the courtship between our 
souls and God. ‘‘ For Iam persuaded 
that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things 
preseat nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shal! 
be able to separate us from the love of God. 
which is in Christ Jesus ouv Lord.’ Rom 


8: 38, 39. 


THE CIRCULAR. 








Belief and Doubt. 


“They wrought in faith,” and not ‘ They wrought 
in doubt,” 

Is the proud epitaph inscribed above 

Our glorious dead, who in their grandeur lie, 

Crowned with the garlands of Eternity, 

Because they did believe and conquered Doubt. 

They lived great lives, and did their deathless deeds, 

Who in the old time walked their perilous way 

With the grey hairs of kingly sorrow crowned ; 

Who laid their heads upon the bloody block 

For their last pillow; who, amid the flames, 

Bore witness still, and with their quivering hands 

Sowed every wind with sparks of fiery thought. 

Because they did believe, we kneel to read 

Where men and angels mingle words of joy ; 

Because he did believe Columbus sailed 

For that new world his inner eyes had seen. 

He found. So Faith its new worlds yet shall find, 

While Doubt shakes its wise head and stays behind. 

Newton believed for many a year before 

The Hand in Heaven shook the apple down. 

Because we have believed, our knowledge comes. 

Belief, not Doubt, will touch the secret spring ; 

Belief is that soul-attitude which sees 

How the pure distance of some infinite sea 

Relieves the dark ground of our inland life, 

And feels the fresh spray make its roses bloom ; 

But Doubt turns from the light, and only sees 

The shadow that it casts, and follows it ; 

For Doubt is ever its own Deity ; 

The shadow still dilates on darkened eyes, 

And lengthens as the awful night comes down. 
Gerald Massey. 





Large Hearts. 


‘The best thing in the world is a large 
heart,’ said my companion, as we were at 
work together. ‘So it is’ rejoined an- 
other, ‘for that is the only thing that 
will give a man liberty.” Search the 
world over and where will you find the 
man who can say that he has really got 
his liberty ? Here is a man with a heart 
all shriveled up, except in the direction 
of acquisitiveness. There is where the 
principal part of his life-blood pulsates, 
He puts his neck under the cider-mill 
yoke of fortune-making, and grinds 
out a life-time, utterly oblivious to any 
other idea, than that this world is the 
machinery of a mighty mint for making 
money. Another man has given his 
whole energies to some art or science, 
and he knows of no other world than the 
little fragment of God’s universe he has 
examined. Look where you will, vou 
will find no one but what is more or less 
under the bondage of some passion or 
taste, which cramps his perfect develop- 
ment. Slavery exists not primarily in 
the outward sphere. It is a spirit, a 
subtle essence, and is a kind of dis- 
ease, which might appropriately be called 
the heart-cramp. It is a Satanic influ- 
ence, which makes one part of a person’s 
nature tyrannize over another. This in- 
fluence, working out into the mass of 
society—the great body politic—makes 
one class oppress another, and each one 
act at variance with his neighbor. 

The spirit of freedom is also an interi- 
or, spiritual essence ; and in the heart of 
man must ultimately be decided the 
great batile between the powers of free- 
dom and slavery. ‘If ye continue in my 
word ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.’ Christ is 
the great fountain of the Spirit of truth, 
which is identical with the spirit of free- 
dom. When his Spirit warms our hearts, 
an effectual cure for this heart-cramping 
influence of the spirit of slavery is begun. 
We begin to look out upon creation not 
with the false eye of the miser, the sen- 
sualist or pleasure-seeker, but with some- 
thing of the feeling that we may imagine 
God to have felt on the morning of crea- 
tion when he gazed upon the works of 
his hands and pronounced them very 
good. The heart then begins to swell 
out to its proper dimensions, and to ap- 
preciate its ownership of all things in 
common with God and his children. It 
perceives a beauty und attractiveness in 
the character of God, which weans it 
from all slavish bondage to any earthly 
object ; hence such a heart can never be 
allured into slavery. God’s ownership of 
it stands before every thing else, and 
such a heart can range through a bound- 
less universe of pleasure, such as crea- 
tion can yield and not feel that the al- 
lurements of beauty and enjoyments of 
the senses, are like so many snares that 
are liable at any time to seize and make 
it a captive. Such a heart is full 











of the fresh and never-tiring energy 
of God, and a continuous overflow of good 
works are as natural to it, as is the rip- 
pling rivulet a constant attendant of 
the copious fountain. Heaven is heay- 
en, only by virtue of the fact that it isa 
community of large hearts. The good 
works which are the natural efflux of 
large hearts, crystalize and take beauti- 
ful forms around them and constitute 
paradise. And will not such hearts, ul- 
timately produce like results in this 
world ? Let us try it.—H. J. 8. 





Sweet Potatoes at the North. 


There are thousands in the northern States 
who would be glad to raise this luxurious es- 
culent for their own table, had they the evi- 
dence that it could be done, and without an 
unreasonable expense. They have gencrally 
supposed that its culture must be confined to 
the warm climate and long seasons of the south. 
There is its home—but by being gradually ac- 
climated, it has finally found its way into the 
appreciating hands and grounds of the north- 
erner. During the past two or three years, 
the efforts to introduce it into New York and 
New England, as well as the north-western 
States, have been decidedly progressive. The 
results of these experiments have generally 
been quite satisfactory—flattering to the ex- 
perimenters. Many are now so well satisfied 
of the successful culture of the sweet potato 
among them, that they are contemplating 
growing them on a more extended scale in fu- 
ture, for marketing. 

The sweet potato as now cultivated in New 
Jersey, Northern Virginia, Ohio, &c., is quite 
different from those ot the Carolinas, Indies, 
&c., being acclimated to this northern climate. 
The variety which has proved the best adapt- 
ed to the north, is called the Wansemond from 
the county in Virginia whence it was taken 
to New Jersey, &c. The southern or Carolina 
tubers are unfit for the north for seed—even 
at Cincinnati they are never tried but once. 

The Nansemond has the quality of being 
good for table use at any stage of its growth— 
a peculiarity. We believe this variety to be 
superior to others for the north, in every re- 
spect. Persons who have tried this with 
others, have invariably given their opinion in 
its favor, as far as we have known, and we 
have some knowledge of the matter. 

We saw this variety growing finely the past 
season in Vermont, at (44 degrees of latitude,) 
and ate them the fore partofSeptember. The 
product was very satisfactory. The same in- 
dividual had grown them there for several 
years, procuring seed and plants from south- 
ern Ohio. 

The sweet potatoes carried into northern 
states for table use, are often injured by long 
carriage and exposure, and many persons who 
have eaten of these badly cooked, in inexperi- 
ence have pronounced them “‘ about as good as 
a frozen Irish potato!’ and conclude that the 
sweet potato is not fit to be eaten. 

Tiey may be baked or boiled ; we prefer 
the former. A good way is to boil till nearly 
** done,”’ then place them in the oven to finish, 
which will make them dry. The main thing 
is to have them cook quickly. 

‘The sweet potato is propagated by placing 
the tubers in hot-beds during the month of 
April, with three or four inches of loose, rich 
soil over them. The plants are pulled from 
the tubers about the time the first leaves have 
attained full size, which takes three or four 
weeks generally—more or less time, according 
to the condition of the beds and weather 

This mode of starting them is necessary op 
account of our growing season being so muc! 
shorter than that of its nativity. The groune 
for them is prepared into hills or ridges, (we 
prefer the latter for general culture,) made 
high and narrow, so that they may receive the 
sun’s warmth. The plant throws outa num- 
ber of runners, which often cover the grounc 
with their growth, and produce a beautitu 
sight. Persons at the north will find it bette: 
to procure plants from points where this potatc 
matures, except when planting largely. They 
can be packed by those experienced, to go t¢ 
almost any point in the northern States wherc 
railroads and expresses will carry them—the 
charge genera!ly comparatively small. 

Northerners, ¢ry this luxury! Success and 
gratification will be the result. Any soil thad 
will produce corn well, except that which is 
too rich in vegetable mould, will produce sweet 
potatoes; the latter soil causes an excersiv: 
growth of vines without forming tubers in pro 
portion, in our short seasons. Use anima 
manure in preference to vegetable--ashes aré 
good.—— Country Gentleman. 
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